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Dear Friends,

Seventy years ago our country, indeed our world, was in social and economic
disorder. Award-winning movies and books of 1939 called attention to the
plight while providing a vision of hope. Dorothy & Toto longed to leave the
colorful, magical land of Oz and return to a black & white Kansas: “There’s no
place like home.” Recall Scarlett O’Hara grabbing a fist full of the rich, red
earth of Tara vowing: “Tomorrow will be a better day.”

My vacation reading this summer included John Steinbeck’s 70-year-old
classic, The Grapes of Wrath. Describing a nation transformed, the Pulitzer
Prize winner tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads, who are
driven off their homestead and forced to travel west to the promised land of
California. Steinbeck personifies land that dies for lack of love while
continually being raped for profit. One particular passage poetically describes
the effects of a new generation of farming:

“The driver sat in his iron seat and he was proud of the straight lines he did not
will, proud of the tractor he did not own or love, proud of the power he could
not control. And when that crop grew, and was harvested, no man had
crumbled a hot clod in his fingers and let the earth sift past his fingertips. No
man had touched a seed, or lusted for the growth. Men ate what they had not
raised, had no connection with the bread. The land bore under iron, and under
iron gradually died; for it was not loved or hated, it had no prayers or curses.”
(from Chapter 5).

In the course of seventy years, roughly three generations are born. Statistics
show that we are once again in the midst of a great generational shift. An
survey released in June from the Pew Research Center highlights that
American adults from young to old disagree increasingly today on social values
ranging form religion to relationships, creating the largest generational gap
since divisions 40 years ago over Vietnam, civil rights and women’s liberation.
Almost eight in 10 people (80%) believe there is major difference in the point
of view of younger people and older people today.

People age 18 to 29 were more likely to report disagreements of lifestyle,
views on family, relationships and dating, while older people cited differences
in a sense of entitlement. Religion is a far bigger part of the lives of older
adults. About 2/3 of people 65 and older said religion is very important to
them, compared with just over half of those 30-49 and 44% of people 18-29.

The book is still being written on what the future will hold for us: our parish,
our school, our church. In his letter to the church at Ephesus, St. Paul reminds
us that from all eternity God the Father chose us to be his people in Christ
through the power of the Holy Sprit. Just as truly as Amos, Jeremiah and the
Old Testament prophets were called to bring God’s message to the people, we
are called to speak the message of the gospel to the world today.
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., Jul. 11 — St. Benedict
5:00 PM (SA) Pete Schafer
Paul & Ortrude Smith
Ralph & Viola Wangler, Susan Spinello
Sun., Jul. 12 — 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM (SA) Joe Schaffer
10:30 AM (SJ) Walter & Margaret Schlachter
Lonz Family
Mon., Jul. 13
NO MASS
Tues., Jul. 14 — Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
7:00 PM (SA) John Ott
Wed., Jul. 15 — St. Bonaventure
8:15 AM (SJ) Anita Miller
Thurs., Jul. 16 — Our Lady of Mount Carmel
8:15 AM (SJ) Helen Ruffing
Fri., Jul. 17
8:15 AM (SJ) Margaret Wilhelm
Sat., Jul. 18 — St. Camillus de Lellis
5:00 PM (SA) Lucinda Wegner
Sun., Jul. 19 — 16™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:30 AM (SA) Harold Martin
10:30 AM (SJ) Frank Ruffing
Ken Kramer

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
SUN-Am. 7:12-15/Eph. 1:3-14/Mk. 6:7-13
MON-Ex. 1:8-14, 22/Mt. 10:34; 11:1
TUE-Ex. 2:1-15a/Mt. 11:20-24

WED-Ex. 3:1-6, 9-12/Mt. 11:25-27
THU-EXx. 3:13-20/Mt. 11:28-30

FRI-Ex. 11:10; 12:14/Mt. 12:1-8

SAT-Ex. 12:37-42/Mt. 12:14-21

CONTRIBUTIONS - JULY 5

St. Joseph-Sunday-,3,565, Loose-76.75, St. VdeP-25,
50/50-60, Children-1, Bldg Fund-10, Ladies-25,
School Support-70, Father’s Day-5, Peter’s Pence-5.
St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,499, Loose-190.50, Vigil
Lights-39, Children-.50, Cemetery-20, Father’s Day-
14, Peter’s Pence-24.

WE STILL HAVE several grade cards & 8"
Grade pictures in the parish office. Please pick
yours up at your earliest convenience.

AJ’s Tidbits — You can fill a 12 oz. glass of water

approximately 9,700 times for the same cost as a six-
pack of pop.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

Saturday, Jul 18— 5:00 p.m. — St. Alphonsus

L Sue Schindley, Adam Mastroianni

U Volunteers

EM Sue Schindley, Bob & Alice Crist, Tom
Smith, Charlene Bauer

S Collin England, Gretchen Schafer, Victoria
Smith

Sunday, Jul 19— 8:30 a.m. — St. Alphonsus

L Pat Schaffer, Carolyn Garcia

U John Burrow, Donald Schaffer, Clayton Ott,
Ken Schreiner

EM  Chuck & Sue Fritz, Marty Long, Pat Schaffer,
Ruthann Foltz, John Schaffer, Nancy Wilson,
John Garcia, 1 Volunteer

S Matt Silcox, Cody Fannin, George Latteman

G Mary & Clayton Ott

Sunday, Jul 19 — 10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph

L Missy Fries, Adam Mastroianni
U Marie Bischoff, Zachary Schafer, Robert
Stieber

EM  Geri Myers, Diana Brown, Richard &
Marilyn Palmer, Sue Rogers
S Ashley Gies, Cooper Pierce

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
JUL 19-Barbara Good

COUNTERS -JUL 13
Bob & Eileen Simon, Annabelle Meyer, Catherine
Raftery, Rose & Denny Perry

BINGO - JULY 13

CREW #4: John Smith, Jodi Stang, Tom or Jane
Hedrick, Judy Gerber, Steve Kluding, Theresa Leber
FOOD: Jim & Debbie Workley

KITCHEN: Joe & Pam Caizzo

BAKERS: Patty Bores, Cheryl Seifker, Laurie
Haughawout

SET UP: Wendy Adelman

WINDOW: Annette Schafer

MAY GOD SEND HIS HEALING
{P,\ BLESSINGS to Gary Fries, Jeanette Leibold,

/ Dolores Limbird, Ray Myers, Bill Stieber,

George Stepanic, Service Men & Women &

Special Intention (CV)

IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for
Marie Raftery who will be buried Tuesday. May she
know the love of the risen Lord for all eternity.




PARISH CALENDAR

BINGO Monday night in the Social Center. Doors
open at 5; Bingo starts at 6:45.

PASTORAL COUNCIL meets Tuesday at 6 p.m.

AREA EVENTS

GOLF OUTING sponsored by K of C Council 10063,
New London on Saturday, July 25 beginning at 8:30
a.m. at Millstone Hills Golf Course. To sign up for
this 3-man scramble, please call Denny at 419-929-
0717 or Marty at 419-706-4739.

GOLF SCRAMBLE sponsored by Underground
Utilities to benefit Monroeville Basketball will be held
at Sycamore Hills on Saturday July 25. Registration
begins at 7:30; Tee times start at 9 a.m. Cost is $40
per person. Contact Zac Reer (419-465-4333) by July
18 to register and/or for more information.
CATHOLIC YOUTH DAY at Toledo Mud Hens
game on Sunday, Aug. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $8
for reserved seating on the third base line and post-
game fireworks. Contact Frank Kristie at 419-725-
4392 or order online at www.mudhens.com/catholic
SACRED HEART, FREMONT Festival July 17-19.
Friday: Opens at 6 p.m. Lake Erie Perch and CoCo
BeanO’s perform at 7 p.m. Saturday: Pork & Kraut
Dinners with Wally & the Beau performing at 7.
Sunday: Chicken & Ham Dinners beginning at 11 with
Lonesome Pony playing at 1.

GFOHOMR BOHOMR (BTOHOMR

ST. ALPHONSUS FESTIVAL IS TODAY —JULY 12

ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH FESTIVAL
Sunday, July 12

Serving Dinner: 11 a.m. -7 p.m.

Y, Chicken Barbeque Dinner - $6

% Chicken Barbeque Dinner - $8

Ham Dinners - $6 & $8
(including Homemade Pies)
Beer & Snack Bar till 9 p.m.
Live Auction begins at 6 p.m.
Bingo, Raffles, Children’s Games & Much More

REV WILLIAM PIFHER has been appointed as
Pastor of Saint Joseph Parish, Monroeville and Saint
Alphonsus Liguori Parish, Peru as of July 22. Fr. Bill
was ordained as a priest for the Holy Cross Fathers
(Notre Dame) on April 9, 1994. In 2000 he returned to
this area serving as an associate pastor at St. Paul,
Norwalk until 2004. Next, Fr. Bill served as associate
pastor at St. Wendelin, Fostoria until 2006 when he
was appointed pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in
Fremont. We look forward to welcoming Fr. Bill at
our parish picnic on July 25.

FR. KEN’S FAREWELL

Please join us on July 18 & 19 for a Farewell for Fr.
Ken. We will enjoy cookies and punch after Mass on
Saturday and on Sunday we will begin with Mass at
10:30. The choir will be singing at this Mass. Please
arrive at 9:30 to go over the music. Call Abby Doss
(419-465-4396) for more info.

We would like to have as many school children as
possible present to sing the Irish Blessing for Fr.
Ken's send off. We will ask them to come to the front
after Communion to help bless Father on his way.
Call Molly Doss (419-465-4396) for more info.

After Mass a potluck is planned in the Social Hall.
The parishes will provide the meat and beverages and
are asking parishioners to bring salads, desserts and
covered dishes. Please sign up in the back of church
so we can get some idea how many we'll have. We
have invited our friends from the UCC and Trinity
Lutheran to join us in saying goodbye to Father. Call
Sandy Lonz (419-465-2320), Bob Crist (419-668-
8803), Rita Stieber (419-668-0370), or Molly Doss
(419-465-4396) for more information.

ST. JOSEPH FESTIVAL NEWS
WORKERS SCHEDULES If your name was
inadvertently missed, please call the rectory to
volunteer to help. All are needed to make the festival
a success.

PLEASE RETURN your donation forms as soon as
possible. Donations of pop and water can be left in the
back of St. Joseph church.
SILENT AUCTION-We're looking for silent auction
items! Any handmade items, antiques, new items,
services, gift certificates would be appreciated. For
guestions or to have an item picked up, contact Geri
Myers 465-2185, Gerry Wilhelm 465-4055, Marie
Burson 663-4114, or Leslie Millis 465-2284.
REVERSE RAFFLE-This year’s Early Bird Drawing
for $1,000 will be July 16. Buy your ticket now to be
included in the drawing! Tickets are available in the
parish office and at Beauty Vault, Croghan Colonial,
Fitzgerald’s, Julie’s, Monroeville Marine, National
City, Snippers, Twist & Shout, (all Monroeville), and
Miller Landscaping in Norwalk. They are $100 and
include two dinners at the festival.

Sofar,1 44 tickets have been purchased.

K of C 200 CLUB WINNERS
July 7 - $50: Leroy Stang
$25: The Stitchery, Nancy Alt

seskesk ek skeskeosk skeskeosk kksk skeskesk

| read this article that said the typical symptoms

of stress are: eating too much, impulse buying, and
driving too fast. Are they kidding?  That is my idea
of a perfect day!
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BIRTHDAYS
00, JUL 13-Austin Martin, Mary Kay Schindley, Russell Smith, Mickolas Takacs JUL 14-Patricia
UL Gates, Laurie Haughawout, Cooper Pierce, Donna Scheid, Jill Wangler, Shorty Wilhelm JUL 15-
(w ) Becky Bishop, Sue Lindenberger, Juanita Schibley, Andres Vargas JUL 16-Dominic Edwards,
Olivia Adelman JUL 17-Catherine Dietrick, Malia Duncan, Jean Fries, David Jackson, Ian
McCully, Scott Pisano, Tom Raftery JUL 18-Nichole Brown, Courtney Clark, Phyllis Gravenhorst, Jaxson Hedrick,
Tracy Palmer, Doug Sattler, Reid Stieber JUL 19-Rebecca Mesnard, Ron Ruffing, Bill Schibley, Karyn Wilhelm

THANK YOU!

A huge thanks to all who helped this past week with the Monroeville Vacation Bible School — Crocodile Dock —
where fearless kids shine God’s light! We applaud the following persons: Deb Burr, Kari Breitbach , Annette
Schafer, Claudia Varos, Julie Landoll, Pat Whitacre, Mary Darling, Deb Anderson, Tina EImlinger, Mandy Walkup,
Theresa Fries, Mindy Donnamiller, Jill Schafer, Quinn Schafer, Brylie Schafer, Gretchen Schafer, Liz Lambert,
Brooke Stieber, Adam Mastroianni, Logan Hedrick, Bailey Bollenbacher, Kendra England, Breanna Kramer, and
Haley Kramer.

A special thanks to Jerry Gravenhorst for cooking the hot dogs and Kevin and Brandi Roeder for their donation of
beverages. May God bless you all!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 626.

4" Degree “Christmas in July” party will be held Sunday July 12 at 5:00 pm in the Clubroom at 254 W. Main St. Al
4™ Degree Sir Knights and their spouses are invited as well as any prospective 3" Degree Brother Knights and their
spouses. Please bring a covered dish to share with others. We will provide sliced ham and breads. Please bring a gift
or donation for Catholic Charities. A Chinese Auction will be held as well.

Monday July 13Council 626 will have a potluck dinner at 6:00 pm, Installation of Officers/Awards Ceremony with
meetings to follow. All Brother Knights and their families are invited. Officers only to bring a covered dish to share as
the Council will supply the burgers and hot dogs.




