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FEAST OF THE
ASCENSION

Dear Friends,

Fr. Norm Langenbrunner, a priest for almost forty
years, writes about Memorial Day, the Ascension of
Jesus and our baptism. He reminds us that Memorial
Day was originally a tribute to Union Soldiers who
died during the Civil War. Historians believe that the observance began
when a group of liberated slaves reinterred the Union dead from a mass
grave to individual plots on the site of a former prison camp in
Charleston. Over the years this annual observance included honors for
all men and women in the military who died in the service to their
country. Today is common for Americans to decorate the graves of their
departed relatives and friends as well.

During this Easter season we continue our celebration of Jesus’ victory
over death. In baptism we say that we die with Christ and rise with him
to new life. Unfortunately many of us do not allow that truth to affect
the way we live. We have been given a second chance; we are born
again, but we do not appreciate what we have been offered.

A grandmother on her deathbed called her grandson over and handed
him her Bible. “Here,” she whispered, “I want you to have this. It’s all
I have to give to you.” The grandson took the Bible but even after his
grandmother died he never opened it, never appreciated her kindness. It
wasn’t until many years later, when the grandson was going through
difficult times, that he finally opened his grandmother’s gift and twenty
hundred-dollar bills fell to the floor. How foolish he felt — not only about
finding the money after all those years but even more that he had not
realized his grandmother’s love for him.

Before the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven, he charged his disciples
to go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature —
baptizing those who believe. Let us open ourselves to the significance
of our baptism and appreciate the gifts of the Holy Spirit poured out in
its waters. Immersed into Christ, we have the cause for confidence and
peace. In that sacrament we share in Jesus’ victory over death.

The day of our baptism is the ultimate memorial day.

. Fyen Kite
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MASS INTENTIONS
Sat., May 23
5:00 PM (SJ) Esther Martin
T., B., N. Englert & G. McMahon
Sun., May 24 — 7" Sunday of Easter
8:30 AM (SA) Joe Schaffer
10:30 AM (SJ) Eugene Dick
Steve Gerber
Michelle Crum
Mon., May 25 — St. Bede the Venerable;
St. Gregory VII; St. Mary Magdalene de ‘Pazzi
NO MASS
Tues., May 26 — St. Philip Neri
7:00 PM (SA) Fr. Patrick Scharf
Wed., May 27 — St. Augustine of Canterbury
8:15 AM (SJ) Tom Hofacker
Thurs., May 28
8:15 AM (SJ) T., B., N. Englert & G. McMahon
Fri., May 29
8:15 AM (SJ) Clifford Wilhelm
Sat., May 30
5:00 PM (SJ) Virginia Mahl
Shirley Swope
Sun., May 24 — Pentecost
8:30 AM (SA) Chester & Margaret Wasiniak
10:30 AM (SJ) Duane Lonz
Thomas P. Schaffer

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
SUN-Acts 1:1-11/Eph. 1:17-23/MKk. 16:15-20
MON-Acts 19:1-8/Jn. 16:29-33

TUE-Acts 20:17-27/Jn. 17:1-11a

WED-Acts 20:28-38/Jn. 17:11b-19
THU-Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn. 17:20-26
FRI-Acts 25:13b-21/Jn. 21:15-19

SAT-Gn.1 1:1-9/Rom. 8:22-27/Jn. 7:37-39

CONTRIBUTIONS — MAY 18

St. Joseph-Sunday-4,143 (127 of 472 env.), Loose-
216.76, St VdeP-103, 50/50-80, Bldg Fund-10, School
Support-20, Children-2, Mother’s Day-15, Ascension-
38, Cemetery-110, Ladies-10, Father’s Day-5.

St. Alphonsus-Sunday-2,714 (82 of 276 env.), Loose-
92, Ascension-19, Children-5, Mother’s Day-30, Vigil
Lights-22, Ladies-33, Cemetery-334, Initial-10.

AJ’s Tidbits — In Breton, Alabama, there is a law on

the town's books against riding down the street in a
motorboat.

The 5:00 Mass will move to S

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
Saturday, May 30— 5:00 p.m. — St. Alphonsus
L Barb Chase, Adam Mastroianni

U Volunteers

EM  Ron & Barb Chase, Beverly Hipp, Bob &
Alice Crist

S Alex Darr, Nathan Watt, Dominique Workley

Sundayv, May 31— 8:30 a.m. — St. Alphonsus

L David & Jackie Reed

U John Burrow, Donald Schaffer, Clayton Ott,
Ken Schreiner

EM  Jim & Cheryl Wasiniak, Catherine, Pat
Schaffer, Bob & Alice Crist, Ken Wangler, 2
Volunteers

S Matt Silcox, Cody Fannin, George Latteman

G Rosalie & Denny Perry

Sundayv, May 31 — 10:30 a.m. — St. Joseph

L Sandy Lonz, Cherri Schaffer

U Ron Schaffer, Kevin & Elaine Stieber

EM  Diana Brown, Barbara Good, Linda Laux,
Richard & Marilyn Palmer, Chris Raftery

S Kyle & Kendra England

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
MAY 31 — Barbara Good

COUNTERS — MAY 25 (Tuesday)
Evelyn Ruffing, Jeanette Meyer, Catherine Raftery,
Nancy Wilson, Sheila Stang

NO BINGO MAY 25

MAY GOD SEND HIS HEALING
/ al - BLESSINGS to Jeanette Leibold, Dolores
Limbird, Ray Myers, George Stepanic &
Special Intention (CV)

WEDDING BANNS
| - Zachary Michael Parr & Kate Marie Bores

t. Alphonsus on May 30.



PARISH CALENDAR

NO BINGO this week so that workers can enjoy the
Memorial Day holiday with their families.

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE. MEETING
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in St. Joseph School Library.
HELPING HANDS MEETING next Sunday from 3-5
p.m. in the Social Center.

abcd abcd abcd

GRAVE SALE
Cemetery prices are going up July 1! Buy your
eternal resting place now!
Current prices —
No Footers: $475 parishioners/$575 non-parishioners
Footers (SA only): $525 parishioners/$625 non
New prices —
No Footers: $525 parishioners/$626 non-parishioners
Footers (SA only): $575 parishioners/$675 non
Please contact Rick Myers (465-2040) at St. Joseph or
Tom Raftery (668-4013) at St. Alphonsus

SUMMER SCHEDULES

St. Joseph summer schedules for Lectors, Ushers,
Eucharistic Ministers & Servers are available in the
back of church.

Greeters and ushers are needed for Saturday Mass at
St. Alphonsus. If you are interested, please sign the
sheet in the back St. Alphonsus church. The greeters
distribute the Children’s Mass booklet, greet, and line
someone up for taking up the offertory gifts or they
take them up themselves. Partner up with your spouse,
friend, or a child and welcome those entering.

St. Alphonsus Sunday schedules for Servers, Ushers
and Greeters are in process for July thru December. If
you would like to be added to, or removed from any of
those ministries, please let Rosalie Perry (419-465-
2698) know by May 31°,

ST ALPHONSUS VBS will be held June 15-19. If
you have not done so already, please register by June
1. Call Mindy Kamann (419-465-3374) or Beth
Schnellinger (419-663-9304).  All parishioners are
invited to our Closing Celebration Friday, June 19 at
11:00 a.m.

K of C 200 CLUB WINNERS
May 19 -$50: Mike Volker
$25: Jeremy Strong, Sherrie Woodruff

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, May 30 from 8 a.m. — 6 p.m. at Bismark
Senior/Community Center, 5582 Bismark Rd.
(Formerly St. Sebastian School). Children’s clothes
and toys, household items, lots of miscellaneous.

BIRTHDAYS
MAY 25-Brooke Barman, Judy Bradford, Ann

2., Kocher, Jim Lindenberger, Christopher

NNqy Scheid, Joanne Stallkamp, Joe Stieber

(w , MAY 26-Irene Bishop, Jackson
Gahring, Michelle Montvilas,

Lawrence Schaffer MAY 27-Richard Hammer-Huber,
Doris Hammer-Huber, Ross Stieber MAY 28-Elva
Bauer, Margaret Clements, Kyle Fries, James Jackson,
Andy Perl, Joanne Showalter MAY 29-Lucy
Bollenbacher, Rich Grimm, Justin Palmer, Erickson
Pisano, Grace Stieber, Laura Wilhelm MAY 30-
Maxwell Horner, Erin Lendrum MAY 31-Jadelyn
Ames, Robert Angel, Russell Bishop, Susan Carlisle,
Anthony Darr, Marlene Stieber, AmandaW Alkup

CPR TRAINING

In the Health Ministry Survey conducted in 2007,
one of the top requests from parishioners was for CPR
training. Certified training demands a 4-6 hour
commitment. Recognizing how hectic and over-
scheduled most people’s lives are, the Health Ministry
Team will be offering a “Family & Friends CPR
Anytime Personal Learning Program.” This program
is designed to learn the core skills of CPR in just 22
minutes using your own personal Kit. The kit contains
everything needed to learn basic CPR from the
comfort of your family home: a personal inflatable
Mini Anne CPR Manikin, CPR Skills practice DVD,
an American Heart Association Family and Friends
CPR booklet, and accessories for the program.

Almost 80 percent of cardiac arrests occur at home
and are witnessed by a family member. Less than 7
percent of sudden cardiac arrest victims survive
because the vast majority of those witnessing the arrest
are people who do not know how to perform CPR.
Our goal is to encourage as many as possible to
purchase the kit and learn CPR as a family so that your
family member or friend is not part of that statistic.

Watch the bulletin in the coming weeks for more
information and a registration form to order your Kit.
We will have the kit on display in the back of both
churches.

SPAGHETTI DINNER AND AUCTION to benefit
Lutheran Homes Societgf Northwest Ohio on
Sunday, May 31 from 11:45-1:30 p.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church 121 Broad Street.

Come and enjoy a spaghetti dinner ($5 suggested
donation per person)

Auction items include: photo package, car detailing,
Monroeville Eagles gear, manicure/pedicure/massage
package, handcrafted items, babysitting services, lawn
mowing services, food items, oil change certificates,
woodcrafts, 6 pies in a year, jewelry, wine baskets,
cakes for family birthdays, and more!!




THANK YOU to all who donated items for the non- NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING will be taught by
food bank which was held on May 21. Thanks also to the Couple to Couple League at a series of three
everyone who helped out on that day. classes beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 4 in

Norwalk. The method taught, the Sympto-Thermal

Method, is safe, effective, and morally acceptable. For
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

further information, registration, or to learn of other
classes in the area, please call Paul or Monica Depinet
at (419) 660-0534.

Families Goal # of Pledges $ Pledged % of Goal
St. Alphonsus 280 $ 8,650 37 $5,565 64%
St. Joseph 555 $10,000 52 $2,931 29%

IFOUND — Hand-knit baby sweater. Please call the parish office.|




